SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 686

By Burks

A RESOLUTION to honor and commend Judge Leon Burns on
the occasion of his retirement.

WHEREAS, it is appropriate that the members of this legislative body should honor
those jurists who have served justice with objectivity and acumen throughout their outstanding
careers; and

WHEREAS, one such exemplary jurist is the Honorable Leon Burns, Criminal Court
Judge for the Thirteenth Judicial District; Judge Burns announced his retirement effective
September 1, 2014, as he will not seek re-election to the bench; and

WHEREAS, Judge Burns began serving as a judge in April 1975 when he was
appointed on an interim basis to fill the position of a judge who was experiencing health
problems; and

WHEREAS, in 1978, Judge Burns was elected to serve the remainder of that unexpired
term and has since been re-elected several times, always unopposed; this speaks volumes
about the high regard in which he is held in the Thirteenth Judicial District; and

WHEREAS, a leader among his peers, Judge Burns is past president of the Tennessee
Judicial Conference, served as the trial judge representative on the Tennessee Sentencing
Commission, and served on the Tennessee Commission for Criminal Justice and the
Tennessee Supreme Court Advisory Commission of Rules and Criminal Procedure; and

WHEREAS, he shared his wisdom and legal expertise as an adjunct professor of
criminal justice at Tennessee Technological University; and

WHEREAS, Judge Burns gives back to his community as a member of the Jaycees,

Lions, and Rotary clubs of Cookeville; and
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WHEREAS, throughout his estimable career, Judge Leon Burns demonstrated the
utmost professionalism, ability, and integrity, winning the unbridled respect and admiration of
members of the bench and the bar alike; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED EIGHTH GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
CONCURRING, that we honor, commend and congratulate Judge Leon Burns on his exemplary
38-year tenure as Criminal Court Judge for the Thirteenth Judicial District, applaud his
commitment to justice, and extend our best wishes for his every future success and happiness.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.
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